
TEST  KOH for Fungus 

SYNONYM/S Fungal Smear 
LAB SECTION Bacteriology 
AVAILABILITY Daily (24 hours) 
TURN AROUND TIME (TAT)          (upon 
receipt of the laboratory) 

STAT   :  within 2 hours 
Routine : within 4 hours 

PATIENT PREPARATION Sterile preparation at collection site 
SPECIMEN Body fluids, hair, nails, pus, skin scrapings, tissue, except 

swabbed specimen 
VOLUME OF SPECIMEN Minimum of 1 ml body fluid. 

As much as possible, skin scrapings debris, hair and nail 
clipping. 

CONTAINER Sterile Container 
CAUSES OF REJECTION 
 

Specimen not properly identified. 
Specimen contaminated 
Specimen collected by swabbing with cotton pledgets 
Specimen mounted which has dried 
Note: 
The physician or nursing station will be notified if an 
unacceptable specimen is received. Another specimen will 
be requested before the specimen is discarded. 

COLLECTION AND TRANSPORT 
 

Collection: Aseptic technique 
Transport as soon as possible. 
Body Fluids/Aspirate: 
-transfer specimen in a sterile container 
Hair: 

1. At least 10-12 affected hair with the base of the shaft 
intact should be collected with forceps 

2. Place in sterile container 
Nails: 

1. Remove nail polish, if present. 
2. Wipe nail with 70% alcohol using gauze (not cotton) 
3. Clip a generous portion of the affected area plus 

scrapings of the excess keratin under the nail 
4. Place in sterile container 

Skin: 
1. Gently scrape the surface of the skin at the actual 

margin of the lesion. Do not draw blood 
2. Place scrapings between two clear glass slides 

Sputum: 
1. Collect early morning specimen under direct 

supervision of a nurse or physician 
2. The patient should or gargle with antiseptic solution 

to rinse superficial flora. 
3. Instruct patient to cough deeply to produce sputum 

expectorate. 
4. Saliva should NOT be submitted 

Tissue: 
1. Submit a sterile container 
2. Add a few drops of sterile saline to keep small 

scrapings moist. 
3. Do not allow tissue to dry out. 

NORMAL VALUE Negative for fungal elements 

LIMITATIONS A single negative test does not rule out a fungal infection. 
METHODOLOGY Direct microscopy after hydrolysis with 10% KOH 

 


